348              CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART

It and the Turks sallied to assail
Their force, they never could prevail
Against a violent attack.
And they must needs be driven back.
Therefore, they gathered on one side

Skirmished and harassed them anew
And then within the fort withdrew                                      9,I9o
And set themselves with utmost care
Their strong defenses to prepare.
Barring their firm and sturdy gate,
In which their confidence was great.
RICHARD   SETS   UP   HIS  SIEGE  MACHINERY
After the Turks withdrew and barred
Their gate and fortified their guard.
The vessels came upon the scene
And disembarked each war machine,
Carried in sections to the strand.
The valiant king of England's land,                                       9,200
Himself, with his own men, meseems,
Upon their shoulders bore the beams
Thereof, carrying strut and rod
On foot. With sweaty brows they trod
Upon the sand, nigh a league's course,
Laden like any mare or horse.
Then the machines were set up there
And given to the constables' care.
The king kept one in his own power
Wherewith was stormed the greatest tower.                            9,210
The Normans, men of valiant heart,
Also had one for their own part j
I think the soldiers from Poitou
Had one for their own service, too.
Upon the stronghold all three flung
Their stones, causing great fear among